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be those who are fit as well as ready to respond,
For Everest will accept defeat from none but the
fittest in body, mind, and spirit.

Besides Everest, there are in the Himalaya
no less than seventy-four peaks over 24,000 feet
in height ; and not one of them has been climbed
to the top. Men have ascended to great heights
on their sides, but not attained the summit
of one. The Everest Expeditions, though
they have failed in their main object, have at
least proved this: that there is nothing in the
effects of altitude alone to prevent a climber
attaining the summit of any one of these lesser
peaks. And if men set themselves to climbing
them, they will not only be fitting themselves
for the eventual struggle with Everest, but will
also be opening up a whole new world of beauty,
inexhaustible in extent, and to be enjoyed for
the labour of seeking.

And in seeking may they carry the Himalayan
peoples with them. May the sacrifices made in
rescuing the porters on the North Col have not
been in vain. May the fellowship with these
peoples which Bruce founded, and which Norton,
Somervell, and Mallory sealed, be maintained and
developed ; so that when the next assault is
delivered on Everest the climbers may count on
the loyal and willing comradeship of these sturdy
Himalayans, and success be assured.

